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KARNATAKA ACT 28 OF 2026

(First published in the Karnataka Gazette Extra-ordinary on the 10t day of April, 2026)

THE KARNATAKA MUNICIPALITIES AND CERTAIN OTHER LAW

(AMENDMENT) ACT, 2026
(Received the assent of the Governor on the 9t day of April, 2026)

An Act further to amend the Karnataka Municipalities Act, 1964 and the
Karnataka Municipal Corporations Act, 1976.

Whereas it is expedient further to amend the Karnataka Municipalities Act,
1964 (Karnataka Act 22 of 1964) and the Karnataka Municipal Corporations Act,
1976 (Karnataka Act 14 of 1977) for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

Be it enacted by the Karnataka State Legislature in the seventy seventh year

of the Republic of India as follows, namely:-

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the Karnataka

Municipalities and Certain Other Law (Amendment) Act, 2026.

(2) It shall come into force at once.
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2. Amendment of Karnataka Act 22 of 1964.- In the Karnataka
Municipalities Act, 1964 (Karnataka Act 22 of 1964),-

(1) in section 94,-
(i) in sub-section (1), in clause (b), sub-clause (xiii) and the entries relating

thereto shall be omitted; and
(ii) sub-section (1-B), shall be omitted.
(2) after section 132, the following shall be inserted, namely:-

“132-A. Fee on advertisement.- Every person who erects, exhibits, fixes or
retains, upon or over any land, building, wall or structure, any advertisement or
who displays any advertisement to public view in any manner whatsoever, in any
place whether public or private, shall pay on every advertisement which is so
erected, exhibited, fixed, retained or displayed to public view, an advertisement fee
calculated at such rates and in such manner and subject to such exemptions, as
the municipal council may, by resolution determine:

Provided that, the rates shall be subject to the maximum and minimum laid

down by the Government in this behalf.

Provided further that, no fee shall be levied under this section on any
advertisement or a notice of,-

(a) a public meeting of municipalities; or

(b) an election to any legislative body; or

(c) a candidature in respect of such an election.

Provided also that, such other exemptions from advertisement fee may be

granted as approved by the Government and notified under the rules.”
(3) for section 133, the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“133. Prohibition of advertisements without written permission of
municipal council.- (1) No advertisement shall, after the levy of the fee under
section 132-A which has been determined upon by the municipal council, be
erected, exhibited, fixed or retained upon or over any land, building, wall, hoarding
or structure within the municipal area or shall be displayed in any manner

whatsoever in any place without the written permission of the municipal council.
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(2) The municipal council shall not grant such permission if,-

(i) the advertisement contravenes any bye-law made by the municipal council;

or
(ii) the fee, if any, due in respect of the advertisement has not been paid.

(3) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (2), in the case of an advertisement
liable to the advertisement fee, the municipal council shall grant permission for the

period to which the payment of the fee relates.”
(4) for section 136, the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“136. Removal and demolition of unauthorised advertisement.- If any
advertisement be erected, exhibited, fixed or retained contrary to the provisions of
section 133 or after the written permission for the erection, exhibition, fixation or
retention thereof for any period which has expired or become void, the Municipal
Commissioner or Chief officer may, by notice in writing, require the owner or the
occupier of the land, property, building, wall, hoarding or structure upon or over
which the same is erected, exhibited, fixed or retained, to take down or remove such
advertisement or may enter any building, land or property and have the

advertisement removed or demolished:

Provided that, in case of advertisement that is liable to pay advertisement fee
and/or penalty, whether authorized or unauthorized, but delays to pay the same,
he shall be liable to pay, in addition to the fee and/or penalty, an interest thereon
at a rate of eighteen percent per annum calculated from the date of advertisement

fee or penalty becoming due until the date of payment thereof.

Provided further that, any unauthorized advertisement shall be liable to pay a
penalty and also a fine as may be prescribed. The said payment of penalty or the
fine shall not entitle the unauthorized advertisement to continue and the same

shall be summarily removed or demolished.

Provided also that, the fine on unauthorized advertisements or displays may

be recovered on the spot in such manner as may be prescribed.

Provided also that, any dues, as per prescribed advertisement fee, may be

assessed, demand and show cause notice thereon issued and recoveries made,
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mutatis-mutandis in the manner provided for issuance of show cause notice,

demand notice and the recovery of dues for the property tax under this Act.

Provided also that, for unauthorized advertisements, the cost of removal
thereof, in addition to other provisions, may be recovered by the seizure and sale
of the unauthorized advertisement materials or in the manner provided for recovery

of the dues of the property tax.”

(5) in section 142, in sub-section (1), in clause (b), in the first proviso, the entry

(iv) shall be omitted.

(6) in section 324, in sub-section (1), for clause (ff), the following shall be

substituted, namely:-

“(ff) prescribing the conditions subject to which permission may be granted,
renewed, refused, suspended or withdrawn, for erecting, exhibiting, fixing or
retaining any advertisement liable to fee under this Act, over any land, building or

structure or upon or in any vehicle or for displaying in any other manner;”
(7) Schedule VII and the entries relating thereto shall be omitted.

3. Amendment of Karnataka Act 14 of 1977.- In the Karnataka Municipal
Corporations Act, 1976 (Karnataka Act 14 of 1977),-

(1) in section 103, in clause (b), sub-clause (vi) shall be omitted.
(2) for section 134, the following shall be substituted, namely,-

“134. Fee on advertisement.- Every person who erects, exhibits, fixes or
retains, upon or over any land, building, wall or structure any advertisement or
who displays any advertisement to public view in any manner whatsoever, in any
place whether public or private, shall pay on every advertisement which is so
erected, exhibited, fixed, retained or displayed to public view, an advertisement fee
calculated at such rates and in such manner and subject to such exemptions, as

the Corporation may, by resolution determine:

Provided that, the rates shall be subject to the maximum and minimum laid

down by the Government in this behalf.

Provided further that, no fee shall be levied under this section on any

advertisement or a notice of,-
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(a) a public meeting or of the City Corporation; or
(b) an election to any legislative body; or
(c) a candidature in respect of such an election.

Provided also that, such other exemptions from advertisement fee may be

granted as approved by the Government and notified under the rules.”
(3) for section 135, the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“135. Prohibition of advertisements without written permission of
Commissioner.- (1) No advertisement shall, after the levy of the fee under section
134 which has been determined upon by the Corporation, be erected, exhibited,
fixed or retained upon or over any land, building, wall, hoarding or structure within
the municipal area or shall be displayed in any manner whatsoever in any place,

without the written permission of the Commissioner.
(2) The Commissioner shall not grant such permission if,-
(i) the advertisement contravenes any bye-law made by the Corporation; or
(ii) the fee, if any, due in respect of the advertisement, has not been paid.

(3) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (2), in the case of an advertisement
liable to the advertisement fee, the Commissioner shall grant permission for the

period to which the payment of the fee relates.”

(4) for section 138, the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“138. Removal and demolition of unauthorised advertisement.- If any
advertisement be erected, exhibited, fixed or retained contrary to the provisions of
sections 134 and 135, or after the written permission for the erection, exhibition,
fixation or retention thereof for any period which has expired or become void, the
Commissioner may, by notice in writing, require the owner or the occupier of the
land, property, building, wall, hoarding or structure upon or over which the same
is erected, exhibited, fixed or retained, to take down or remove such advertisement
or may enter any building, land or property and have the advertisement removed
or demolished:

Provided that, in case of advertisement that is liable to pay advertisement fee
and/or penalty, whether authorized or unauthorized, but delays to pay the same,

he shall be liable to pay, in addition to the fee and/or penalty, an interest thereon



&

at a rate of eighteen percent per annum calculated from the date of advertisement
fee or penalty becoming due until the date of payment thereof.

Provided further that, any unauthorized advertisement shall be liable to pay a
penalty and also a fine as may be prescribed. The said payment of penalty or the
fine shall not entitle the unauthorized advertisement to continue and the same
shall be summarily removed or demolished.

Provided also that, the fine on unauthorized advertisements or displays may
be recovered on the spot in such manner as may be prescribed.

Provided also that, any dues as per prescribed advertisement fees may be
assessed, demand and show cause notice thereon issued and recovery made,
mutatis mutandis, in the manner provided for issuance of show cause notice,
demand notice and the recovery of dues for the property tax under this Act.

Provided also that, for unauthorized advertisements the cost of removal
thereof, in addition to other provisions, may be recovered by the seizure and sale
of the unauthorized advertisement materials or in the manner provided for recovery
of the dues of the property tax.”

(5) section 139 shall be omitted.

(6) Schedule VIII and the entries relating thereto shall be omitted.

4. Validation of Levy and collection of tax, cess, fee etc.- Notwithstanding
anything contained in any judgment, decree or order of any Court, Tribunal or other
authority to the contrary levy, assessment or collection of any amount as tax, cess,
fee etc. on building, vacant plot etc., tax, cess, fee etc. made or purporting to have
been made and any action or thing taken or done (including any notices or orders
issued or assessment made) and all proceedings held and any levy and collection
of tax, cess, fee etc. purported to have been collected by way of tax, cess, fee etc. in
relation to such levy, assessment or collection under the provisions of the Principal
Acts or any rules, notification, order, guidelines or letters before the
commencement of the Karnataka Municipalities and Certain Other Law
(Amendment) Act, 2026 shall be and shall deemed to be valid and effective for all
purposes as if such levy, assessment or collection or action or thing had been made,
taken or done under the Principal Acts as amended by the Karnataka Municipalities

and Certain Other Law (Amendment) Act, 2026 and accordingly,-
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(a) All acts, proceedings or things done or any action taken by the Government
or the officers of the Municipality or Corporation, as the case may be, in connection
with the levy, assessment or collection of any amount as fee for all purposes be

deemed to be and to have always been made, done or taken in accordance with law;

(b) No suit or other proceeding shall be maintained or continued in any Court

or Tribunal or before any authority for the refund of any such fee; and

(c) No Court shall enforce any decree or order directing the refund of any such

fee.

By Order and in the name of
the Governor of Karnataka,

G. Sridhar
Secretary to Government
Department of Parliamentary Affairs
and Legislation
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The above translation of the Karnataka Municipalities and Certain Other
Law (Amendment) Act, 2026 (Karnataka Act 28 of 2026) shall be an authoritative
text in Kannada language under section 6 of the Kannada Language

Comprehensive Development Act, 2022 (Karnataka Act No. 13 of 2023).
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