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ar.#T1.[. 593(31).—FeT TR, a9 (FLEA U Haee) Afafa=m, 1980 FT =T 4 Fit IT-41=T (1)
FIRT Y& QTRAT &1 YT i%d g0, a+ (§¥e Ud qae) =aw, 2023 # 37 "erred e & forg Mafated
= STt g, o -

1. (1) = ==t &1 |ferT 99 a9 (20 U qa49) gerae {79, 2025 7
(2) & TSI § T T T AE Bl TG g

2. I (ST Ud Haed) FEm, 2023 (R s0% o9 T47d 3% AW #@7 AT 8) & w2 g,
Iu-fEm (1) 9 -

(F) @ (@) F v, Fufetea g swntg G s, s, -
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2 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART II—SEC. 3(i)]

“(=) "SI\ AT FXO-2 AHIET H TT AR F Fitasw AT F20r-| srEed § Fyita aat
HATISTA SATATAT 20l ST o TETA AT AT il 12T 2 T ITLTT (1) F T T Fea (7 AL

T @ ATHIET AT 2,
(@) HFIAE AT FX-1 SgHTE | stafeae £ o 2 7 3T (1) § A& e F o

a9 qH FT ITART, ITH AqTE a1 & ATATAT 6 FEATHT Feald TR Al AT STLATT
EIEECIEl

(@) gT () F W e et g w@r S, ooiw, -
“(7) "TF T STAHIA" T AFITAw SAqHIE AT A0T-1 3 TETT e TRITSTATA T ST ST T
TSHT T soteh T 3T Fehie T, Yorer 3o e, qrewor Are=t it FrionT snfe 7 foe et
TRATSAT FTAT &7 & FLA F o7 & T SATAT AT Fx 1T TR FIT TAT AR = i g1

3. 3 AT , w4 4 -

(F ) 3U-ATw (3) & TETq MHfeed 3T-aH sfa:eaaa AT ST, 379, -

“(3F) AT FT s T-ATRIT gaeq e @ F0F FealT G il [oed G947 Sh o9 98 8
TR & RT3 TTETT 3 HG& T T €1 [ g1 S|’

(@) 3IU-A=| (4) ¥, 9T, FIYF 0T 0T “(2) 3T (3)” o FATT UL 9Ta, FHIYF 30 30 “(2), (3) 3¢ (3F)”
T STUA|
4. 3 et ®, 999 6 ®, UMW (5) F 99 6F % &7 § TH: HEAIThd (ohaT JTUIT &Y =7 THT I
Heiteha M9 6% H,-
(F) SURIH (3) F TAT AAferiad ITIT fq-maa haT STuAT, 3797, -
“(3%F) afftT FT Ais T-TThT gaeq THET @ 90T FeaF G & [oed a1 ah? 09 98 §
TR < T S TETATT I TEET T T X<k 3T ST,
(@) SUIHT (4) H, eToaT, FISHI 3T 3T “(2) 3T (3)” F TATT 4T 9158, HEF A2 31T “(2), (3) 3% (3F)”
T S0
5. 3 ot #, M 9,
(F) A (1) H, FIEF, AT AT o2 “(i) GFITaH ATAIE, AT (i) AT FAqHEA" F A1 I, g,
T AT 57 “(i) HFTTah T =FL07-1 SATAIE” S (i) AT 7 =207-2 S T S0,
(@) I9-faw (2) § Meforfed oiqe sia:etaa Bar o, sraid-
“qi T8 T TeT, AT ST g gged ¥ HEtad TRATSHATS 1 AT gd T SeRieHsd i

H HEATET ST ATHAT H, TATHT ATHHLOT 0 TF SATHIGHT F [0 AT SAHATST TOTeAT §
T LA T ATATT &F ST Tl 517
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6. S FIwl #, M=w 10 7, SU-[F79 (10) & =9 W= Fefated 39-M=\ & STos, sraiqQ-

“(10) TTSF TLHTT AT TF 1T &5 TTEA, TS TAT =718, a7 T wwara &1 ‘dgifas a7 7<or-1'
ATHIET ITH FT 3T TAIE STURUT SE T aqav 3T (& aq9rd JoF T aH
TTSTATAT ST AN Tae TTSAT ¥ G&T T SGdT HeA0 ATSTAT %0l AT, TAT AR, STHT F
*F TATA, TTAITE a6 o Torw fvgd i &1 a7 9T & 9e7 § a9 {1 % =7 § geqiaor
ST ATHTALT 9T e AT T a= T & forw ffega i &1 AT a= srfafaaw, 1927
(1927 =1 16) =T =T+ srferfaae & srefie "@eferg a= & =7 § Afdgta w7 & aqgtea
STASTTTY 3 v U e a1 A=t (3= stferepmt &t areaar) stfarfa=ra, 2006 (2007 #71 2) =fza
v T TATAR] FBfer &1 e 2 % TE7q, S AqHET & FA § Tgo TF ST
Y TTEH Tl 6 (1T 13 %0l ST TS FL T 617

7. 3 Aol A, B 11 H,
(i) 3u-fA=w (9) #, Feferfea wige sia:eaaa T ST, sraia-

‘TR A Toh 7T, AT ST TP gecd F Haied TRATSATAL AT Al 8 AT SHEHE Thid o
TSI STHTETIOT ATHAT H, TATHT SATHEHLIT 1 TF ATHIGH o [o1T ATGET AERATST Tt § T&qdT
T T SATAT &f ST Tl gl

(i) 39-f7=r = (10) ¥,

(F) * FT AT | TTAF THT T TALMT &, ITH TZITAF STTHIGH Tl 3T AT YT THAT SITUIT;’, AR
F TATH UL * I 9T & STFAh a9 F Weftferg 8, S8 Sgifae a7 F07-1 SAqHIET Fea T TRt 5T
FTIH AT ST TR 9Te% T ST

(F) T H, "I Fea T LR QR o e 9 Heieiad T S, 690, -

T R T ALY, AT ST T ST ATel HIL0T &l A@aE Hh 1o aieqiaar ver off
oI 0T, T5F AT AT §F 1T &7 TATHA, 97 ot 18t 21, 9= a9 it [aia
Sty & HIaT AqITAT RUTE TEqd Al FT Toh, T AT g1 S 9% HFiadsh AT F20r-1
A T TLAT UHT TATer F o7 J@T qhail, ST 9g 3= JoA:

T AT MY T e qeaw
8. I AT #, = 12 % 3w (3) #.-
(F) TB=<T 9T H T T AaeThal 76! o
(@) I (3) F TATH M TEqeh e AT SITUAT, ST, -

"o T T 39 At % forw srqHTed, e S0 a9 & § AqAitad w13 ST AT F 1 TSET
& foaT e e T o, HEfET e FEiEd g e qeh gt & e § Aoerr
Strar”
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9. 3<% AWt &, 9w 13 7,

(F) 3U-FA=9 (3) |, FIEF, FAT 3T 9768 "qIATT a7 ATATAH, 1927 AT T A=Ay % refi= i’
AHIET ¥ IF §erd a0 (7 ) % €9 7 feg=~a a1 197 87 & e 9 Fefaied wirge, 9647 o
greg wiareaTiua foFo ST, sy, -

“STre SIHIE A T T FHRIT AT HA T S FIATHA FI a7 (AW 6 a7 § a7 o &
T § ZEATALOT S ATATAC0r 36T T3 81 A7 "M a9 stafaay, 1927 ar e srfafarat
F arefir weferg a= (47 uw) % w9 # srfgt=a G @ ey

(@) 39-f=w (4) ¥,
(i) 39-F=rH (4) ®, @< () F T X Fefered w1 T@r S, i, -

“(3T) SITH o ST SATRIA AT, S TCehad BIa AT, TIETATSH AT ST qrasTi+aH STATREr
gfereeTd S8 92t it Fer aftafera 27 a7 97 27 3T T g=H F AWIeET o4 §
Raaagr”.

(i) BT () H, oo "AqIrT AT STTAT 87 3 TAT 9%, 9168 " AIAora (0T SITAT 8, ST dT /1T 81,
T STU,
(iii) T (F) F TAT, G (SF) AT EATT FHAT STTIT, 3107~

“(zep) =T S m@tae (A va B sfaff=m, 1957 (1957 =1 67) &t waw
AHT & AN-A # AAEE Agael va aEia @b, 97 @\ J3A7ed, 9d G0
g @ & atest (e ua fafaae) stfafaam, 1957 (1957 &1 67) it araat sqg=r
% dqq faAfee afbst a7 oy = Afefaaw, 1962 (1962 FT 33) & siavd
afearoa g Tart:

g 78 T @ weArer g fAfAtae aradt sqa=t & 39 @i, S @ Ud gies
(Farrer wa fafaae) srferfaa, 1957 (1957 &1 67) i T =T & 9IN-7 § fAFfee
T Ul U AR @ISl Gl | GOEafed dgl g oY Sl 39 Tsq1 Ud §9 ST &1
F TTHAT | Tl 31 &, (ST a &5 Ik ATITersh & & 33% & AT §, T "aterd a
T % SIS o TG AR A I, ST o6 TEqTrad a7 &0 T A A7 8T, T ATaTw
e raRor foRaT ST

(T) Iuf=w (5) #, @ (1) FT AT fFaT SITUwm

(%) SATAH (6) F T 92 Aoferierg T@r ST, roid, -
“(6) @A Tl ATHIGT  TATHL0T, AT @T Tl AT w1 § Ga19d TEqrai & 999 ¥,
TR LT o fReferted Suae R g, A9, -

(F) @A 9z & o0 ATa= = F 98 [RU T SqHTE & T & fow, Jiaqwsd F=rqor arRy
ST A% 38 ForT Ter wrarenme i o e A,
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(@) -0 I ATHRE Ted qETT @A S AT e TR | AR terd e wrat
& ATET T AL Agl fordT Sroarm)”
10. 3<% ===t H, A 14 ¥,

i, ITATT (1) F a3, FFT ST FET AT a9 sfafaE, 1927 (1927 # afaferw @ 16)
T &TRT 29 F LA TaHT T Tohelt o7 fafer & orefi,” o 1 9w, "I a7 (9T & 987 § a9
9 % &9 § EATALT S ATHIALOT AT STTURT AT ATA T a7 ATer=ae, 1927 (1927 it At
HEAT 16) T g7 29 & ALTAT TeaHT Ygaq et o= fafer o ofefie, T57 aeanme a7 |59 a7 &1
SorTEe gTeT, St ot 7 g, " wiaeerrfod G s,

i. SAHEH (1) g, el wwiqE wr saeaied T S, e, -

T o TS AEaTE. AT 6 TS &5 TATET TeITH T a7 6 3T a7 9ol T &l A1
a9 sAfefaae, 1927 a7 ot T sfaf=am & i Ifa@e aaaqor G & oo o
STEE=AT ST e o 7w wfergd &2 @ad 8, ST f7m 13 % 3afaas (1) s 3af=a+ (3)
& eI AT I o AT o T&o H T ol T2 &,

ji. SufHEw (4) 7, -

(F) @< (F) % eI 9 ot i w@r S, 6990q, -

“(F) TST ALEHRIT AT € T & TLATHA, AT ST AAT 2T, TATITF a9 o TSI 6
T, 0.4 T FATI J9 ATAT TAH AT A TIHAT, TR A, ALRET ATHAGT § a7 6 T
T ZST I ST A7 a1 a7 AT J7 37 aeawrd [ w T a1 Shie & TOTEiee Ha=07 § 8, H7 G
& AT FHAT 8,

(@) @ () & TATH FAEaT @ &l ST :EATAT AT ST, 372, -

“(T) AHIEE T & T aqdur F3 & forg i &t Tg=me gRtad 27 F 3297 ¥, &g aehr &l
TRt T TS, FTERH AT AAFT F dgd GRT AN A7 Rt o7 ST g0 Ja@wiad aq i, e
T 7 AT AAAC G T 6T TT AR H07 AT ITANT T ST AT IEhT TS RAT AT 3777 THISAT 0l
ST T T STA9THAT Tl I F2 6 (o0 36ar ST ahar g, 9t & 7w 13 % srefis = ¢ i
UH T ST aat & STl g S =9 3297 & o dexia 9 g fafafEs B S g 817

iv. 39-fFEm (5) #,
(F) Tt a1 ® errer ¥ sraeashdl 98! ¢

(@) @ (B) |, oTeaT AT AT HIGH “ATLAT a9 ATe=aq, 1927 (1927 FT 16) AT Y el 7T
fafer = srefir s<ferg aw & &9 # srefiaef=a o STuar & S0 9% 9753 3 i FI8F a9 [@F9RT & 967
H a9 & € H gEATAL0T ST ATHIGLOT FRIT SITUAT T AT o At =a97, 1927 (1927 FT 16) IT To0q9T
g Tt st fafer 3 srefier |fer o= % =0 # srefiagf=a fa o, siq:eied B ST,
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1. 3 At #, [ 15 % v o Feforfea s @ s, s, -

“15. stfarfRem & stefisr srarent & <t safeat F g warEr,- (1) U adE &, [ w0
TALRTE, TSI H SATATAAT 1T, TH Tae § H<h H¥, TT TLhTE AT 6 15T &0 TTHH § TAR T

T AT AT IT A T AT T ALHE T T T &7 TUTET § IAHA F9L F I& 0 707
FIA AT ATAFRTLY AT hx 1 TLRTC oF &ATT FATAT H TZTAF a7 HGIALTeT AT IHH FHIL F I Fl

STIOT A ATl ATAFT, oEh 919 39 a9 g7 92 i & g Sras g9y § a9 (d9veq vd
Hae) srfafaem, 1980 (1980 T 69) F SrefiT FIS AT TN § AT I<h ATATNIAR & ITSET FT
Ioerg FohAT AT 8, T 26 AT § ST T aTel =TT | a9 (ST ud qae) srfarfam,
1980 F AT W1 FAT Y ITT AT AT I ATATHAH F Tl FAT0 70 [{Twi 7 Ioaaa w2
T U ST, TTTEERTEY AT TR o faeg fAfars Frarsr sy w0 3w forswraa st &4 |

(2) FFaIT TLHRTT AT Fva T GLRTT 6 FT &1 FATAT, TS TLHRIE AT HF ST 203 TTHA AT
STTEERTIAT AT TRt o1e 0 AT TR | FohT 0 Sra=rer A7 fohw 70 Ieerard T o e | =71 918
FA & AT, ST Foh, SH 39 U LRI AT §9 T &7 3 Fqated TrEwtar 1, e
STTerhTT &= § sAterfaae o orefie sroerer fonaT 77 2 7 S srterf=ae o fordt I9arer &t Ioerae o
TAT &, T FET A6 AT g AT &= arer =Ararad # ea &1 it S 796 37
g I9-T=H (1) F AT TfeFa ATy & forw UHT 1A &1 #3d | Tl Vel a7 T g
& daree faAT HT Tater & JiaT UF q@araer & &9 § H1 S

(3) TTST TLHTL AT T 1T &7 TATEA ¥ TS TAd ITTARTT Iq-F27 (2) F Tefi= Trae forswmaai *
AT o Hag § AT FIATAT il U A8 AT TET FeT|

(4) SU-AFH (1) | FealT AL T ATTEFT TR, ST HT ATHAT 2T, TS qLRTE AT 6 57
& Joe o TRt srferrrr = et safr = et s wferar &, st =t soe srefis sa=mo
0 R o SocteT O Gatad s R, g&arasy siiT S 3+ ST, ST AfeehTe Taq aror Bt

TR § FAFEd Fee & for sraeds a9t su, BAfEs sefe & Ffiaw 39 Jw=qa #3 6F 9er
T TRIT 3T UH Teh STTARTET T STk AT TTTEHRTET UAT 7 o o0 a7ed g

12. 3<% ==aT H, dee=-1 ¥, -
(F) vt “SEUE/ A UE/ATES ATARTT G TA FT 07 % gaey, T offdF “40 7 100*” F siasia

AT AT 376 “20” o FATH 9T 3 ‘5’ T@T STUATT;

(@) vt e st/ s g Fears” & auer, w9 ofivF “40 T 100*” o S{astd o a1t 3

“15” 3 T 9T 3% “10” TET STTUATT;

(1) ITATS ‘et (F +77 ) & F7, -

(31 ) TS offeir “5* T % Srefie 3 Ty 37 “85” % TAT UX 3 “80” TET STUAT;

(@) = ot “40 & 100*” % STefe o a1 37 “160” F AT 9T 3% “130” T@T
STTUAT,
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13. 3<% =T H, = T-1 H, -
(F) FH TEAT 4 F AHE, TV 2 F fquq IO §, "her " 9rsal F T UL, " T FH a9 99" 908 T
ST,
() 9 TEAT 5 F THE, TAW 2 F fquq A0 |, "6 9" 9eal F I UL, "FY F FH g9 U 9%
ST
[T, . THHET- 11/104/2025-T%]
Y. T TS, a9 AL IE®

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 31st August, 2025

G.S.R. 593(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section 4 of the Van
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980, the Central Government hereby makes the following
rules, further to amend the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rules, 2023, namely: -

1. (1) These rules may be called the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Amendment Rules, 2025.
(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

2. In the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rules, 2023 (hereinafter referred to as the said rules), in
rule 2, in sub-rule (1), —

(i) after clause (k), the following clauses shall be inserted, namely:-

‘(ka) “final or Stage-II approval” means the prior approval of the Central Government
granted under sub-section (1) of section 2 of the Adhiniyam after receipt of satisfactory
compliance report of the conditions stipulated in the in-principle or Stage-1 approval from
the State Government;

(kb) “in-principle or Stage-1 approval” means the preliminary approval of the Central
Government to allow the use of forest land for a given purpose specified under sub-section
(1) of section 2 of the Adhiniyam subject to the compliance of conditions stipulated therein;’;

(i) for clause (v), the following clause shall be substituted, namely: -

“(v) “working permission” means permission granted to linear projects after in-principle or
Stage -l approval to mobilise resources or to commence the preliminary project works other
than black topping and concretisation of roads, laying of railway tracks, charging of
transmission lines, etc. or as specified by the Central Government.”.

3. In the said rules, in rule 4, —
(i) after sub-rule (3), the following sub-rule shall be inserted, namely: -

“(3A) A non-official Member may resign from his office at any time by giving notice thereof in
writing, to the Central Government, and the seat of that Member shall thereupon become vacant.”;

(ii) in sub-rule (4), for the words, brackets and letters “clauses (b) and (¢)”, the words, brackets,
figures and letter “sub-rules (2), (3) and (3A)” shall be substituted.
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4. In the said rules, in rule 6, sub-rule (5) shall be re-numbered as rule 6A and in rule 6A as so
renumbered, —

(i) after sub-rule (3), the following sub-rule shall be inserted, namely: -

“(3A) A non-official member of the Committee may resign from his office at any time by
communicating the same in writing, to the Central Government, and the seat of that member shall
thereupon become vacant.”;

(ii) in sub-rule (4) for the words, brackets and figures “(2) and (3)”, the brackets, figures, word
and letter “(2), (3) and (3A)” shall be substituted.

5. In the said rules, in rule 9, —

(i) in sub rule (1), for the brackets, letters and words “(i) In-Principle’ approval; and ° (ii) Final’
approval, the brackets, letters and words “(i) in-principle or Stage -I approval” and “(ii) final or
Stage-II approval” shall be substituted;

(i) in sub-rule (2), the following proviso shall be inserted, namely: —

“Provided that for projects related to defence, strategic and national importance, exceptional
cases related to public interest or emergent nature, the user agency may be permitted to submit
an application for prior approval through offline mode.”.

6. In the said rules, in rule 10, for sub-rule (10), the following sub-rule shall be substituted, namely: —

“(10) The State Government or the Union territory Administration, if so desire, after obtaining the
‘in-principle or Stage-I approval’ of linear project proposals and deposition of compensatory levies
such as compensatory afforestation and Net Present Value and cost of mitigation plans such as
Wildlife Management Plan and Soil and Moisture Conservation Plan, as applicable, transfer and
effect mutation of land identified for raising compensatory afforestation as forest land in favour of
the Forest Department or notify the land identified for raising compensatory afforestation as
protected forest under the Indian Forest Act, 1927 (16 of 1927) or local Act, as the case may be, and
on compliance of the provisions of other applicable statutes including the Scheduled Tribe and Other
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (2 of 2007), may grant ‘working
permission’ for the commencement of project work before grant of final or Stage-II approval.”.

7. In the said rules, in rule 11, —
(i) in sub-rule (9), the following proviso shall be inserted, namely: —

“Provided that for projects related to defence, strategic and national importance, exceptional
cases related to public interest or emergent nature, the user agency may be permitted to
submit an application for prior approval through offline mode.”;

(ii) in sub-rule (10), —

(a) for the words “the ‘two years, the In-Principle’ approval shall be deemed null and
void”, the words “five years, the in-principle or Stage -l approval may be revoked by
the Central Government", shall be substituted;

(b) in the proviso, for the words “Provided that the Central Government” the following
shall be substituted, namely: —

“Provided that the Central Government may, for the reasons to be recorded in writing,
extend the validity of in-principal or Stage -1 approval for such period as it deems fit, if
it is satisfied that the circumstances were such which prevented the State Government
or Union territory Administration, as the case may be, from submitting the compliance
report within the stipulated period of five years:

Provided further that the Central Government”.
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8. In the said rules, in rule 12, in sub-rule (3), —
(i) for the word “Adiniyam”, the word “Adhiniyam” shall be substituted;
(i) in sub-rule (3), the following proviso shall be inserted, namely: -

“Provided that the approval for the period during which work was carried out in the forest area
without an approved Working Plan or Working Scheme, shall be dealt and disposed of by the
concerned Regional Office in consultation with the Regional Empowered Committee.”.

9. In the said rules, in rule 13, —

(i) in sub-rule (3) for the words “prior to ‘Final’ approval”, the following shall be substituted,
namely:—

“or transferred and mutated as forest land in favour of the Forest Department by the State
Government or Union territory Administration, as the case may be, before the final or Stage -
II approval is granted under the Adhiniyam;”;

(ii) in sub-rule (4), —
(@) for clause (c), the following clause shall be substituted, namely: —

“(c) aerial cabling of telephone, optical fibre lines, pipelines, and other public utility
projects with or without felling of trees not falling within the right of way of roads;”;

(b) in clause (g), for the word “diversion”, the words “diversion, as the case may be;” shall be
substituted:;

(c) after clause (g), the following clause shall be inserted, namely: —

“(ga) mining of Critical and Strategic Minerals, as specified in Part-D of the First
Schedule of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957
s(67 of 1957) and minerals specified by the Ministry of Mines out of the list of
minerals included in the Seventh Schedule of the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 (67 of 1957), and prescribed substance,
as defined under the Atomic Energy Act, 1962 (33 of 1962):

Provided that compensatory afforestation over degraded forest land, three times the
forest area proposed for diversion, shall be raised in respect of those minerals of
the Seventh Schedule as specified by the Ministry of Mines which are not included
in the list of Critical and Strategic Minerals as specified in Part-D of the First
Schedule of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 (67
of 1957) and not falling in the States and Union territory Administrations, having
forest area more than 33% of their geographical area ;”;

(d) in clause (h), for the words “conservation of wildlife; and”, the words “conservation of wildlife.”
shall be substituted.

(iii) in sub-rule (5), clause (c) shall be omitted:;
(iv) for sub-rule (6), following sub-rule shall be substituted, namely: —

“(6) In respect of proposal involving renewal of approval of mining leases, underground works
including underground mining, following provisions of raising compensatory afforestation
shall be applicable, namely: —

(i) for renewal of approval granted under the Adhiniyam to a mining lease, compensatory
afforestation shall be applicable if the same was not provided earlier;

(ii) no compensatory afforestation shall be charged in respect of underground mining
and underground works involved in the various developmental projects without surface
rights.”;
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10. In the said rules, in rule 14,—

(i) in sub-rule (1), for the words, figures and brackets “same shall be notified as protected
forest under section 29 of Indian Forest Act, 1927 (16 of 1927) or under any other law for the
time being in force”, the words, figures and brackets ‘‘same shall be transferred and mutated
as forest land in favour of the Forest Department or notified as protected forest under section
29 of Indian Forest Act, 1927 (16 of 1927) or under any other law for the time being in force
by the State Government or Union territory Administration, as the case may be,” shall be
substituted,

(ii) in sub-rule (1), the following proviso shall be inserted, namely: -

“Provided that the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may
be, may authorise the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Head of Forest Force to
issue notification under the Indian Forest Act, 1927 (16 of 1927) or under any local Act in
respect of compensatory afforestation land provided in lieu of diversion of forest land under
sub-rule (1) and sub-rule (3) of rule 13.”;

(iii) in sub-rule (4),—
(a) for clause (a), the following clause shall be substituted, namely: —

“(a) A State Government or Union territory Administration, as the case may be, for the
purposes of compensatory afforestation, may create a land bank of degraded forest land
having canopy density up to 0.4, Government lands, lands recorded as forest in
Government records which are either under the administrative control of Forest
Department or other Government Department or entity;

(b) after clause (c), the following clause shall be inserted, namely: —

“(d) With a view to ensure identification of land for raising compensatory afforestation in
a time bound manner, afforestation raised by the Government Department or any other
entity over degraded forest lands, revenue forest lands or non-forest lands under any
schemes, programme or policies of the Central Government, may be utilised to meet the
requirement of raising compensatory afforestation by the Government Department
or its agencies or by any other entities, as admissible under rule 13 and subject to such
terms and conditions as may be specified by the Central Government for this purpose.”;

(iv) in sub-rule (5),—
(@) in clause (b), for the word “Ahiniyam”, the word “Adhiniyam”, shall be substituted;

(b) in clause (g), after the words “being in force”, the words ‘‘or transferred and mutated
as forest land in favour of the Forest Department by the State Government or Union
territory Administration, as the case may be,” shall be inserted;

11. In the said rules, for rule 15, the following rule shall be substituted, namely: —

“15. Proceedings against persons guilty of offences under Adhiniyam.— (1) With effect from
such date as the Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint in
this behalf, officer holding the rank of Divisional Forest Officer or Deputy Conservator of
Forests or above in the State Government or Union territory Administration or an officer
holding the rank of Assistant Inspector General of Forests or above in the Regional Office
of the Central Government, having jurisdiction over the forest land in respect of which any
offence under the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 (69 of 1980) is
committed or violation of the provisions of the Adhiniyam has been made, shall initiate legal
proceedings and file complaints against such person, authority or organisation, prima-facie
found guilty of offence under the said Adhiniyam or the violation of the rules made
thereunder, in the court having jurisdiction in the matter.

(2) The Central Government or the Regional Offices under the Central Government, after
receiving the information with respect to offence committed or violations made, shall, after
examination, communicate the same to the State Government or Union territory
Administration and the authorities concerned under whose jurisdiction the offence under the
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Adhiniyam has been committed or any provision of the said Adhiniyam has been violated,
for filing the complaint against the offenders before the court having jurisdiction within a
period of forty five days from the receipt of such communication.

(3) The State Government or the Union territories Administration and authorities concerned
shall submit a periodic report to Regional Office regarding the details of complaints filed
under sub-rule (2).

(4) The officer authorised by the Central Government in sub-rule (1) may require any officer
or any person or any other authority of the State Government or Union territory
Administration, as the case may be, to furnish to it within a specified period any reports,
documents, and any other information related to contravention of the Adhiniyam or the rules
made thereunder, considered necessary for making a complaint in any court of jurisdiction
and every such officer or person or authority shall be bound to so furnish.

12. In the said rules, in Schedule-I, -

(i) against the entry “Site inspections by DCF/CF/Nodal Officer”, for the figures “20”
occurring under the column heading “40 to 100*”, the figure ‘5’ shall be substituted;

(ii) against sub-item “Processing by Nodal Officer/PCCF”, for the figures “15’” occurring
under the column heading “40 to 100*”, the figures “10” shall be substituted;

(iii) against the entry “Total (A+C)”, —

(a) for the figures “85°’ occurring under the column heading “Up to 5*”, the figures
“80” shall be substituted;

(b) for the figures “160°” occurring under the column heading “40 to 100*”, the
figures “130” shall be substituted;

13. In the said rules, in Schedule-1I, —

(i) against sl. No. 4, in the entries under column 2, for the words “twenty years”, the words
“at least ten years” shall be substituted;

(ii) against sl. No. 5, in the entries under column 2, for the words “twenty years”, the words
“at least ten years” shall be substituted.

[F. No. FC- 11/104/2025-FC]
R. RAGHU PRASAD, Inspector General of Forests
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