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KSPCB/258/2025.SEE.1 Date: 1410512025

- CIRCULAR

Sub: - Clarification on categorisation of sectors under Red, Orange, Green, White and Blue
categories

Ref: -
l. Directions issued by Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) under section I8(l)(b) of

the Water (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 and the Air (Prevention &
Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 regarding harmonisation of classification of sectors
under Red, Orange, Green, White and Blue categories issued vide CPCB letter dated
12.02.2025

2. Circular No. KSPCBl258l2025-SEE-l dated 2810312025

As per directions issued by Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) referred 1't,

Board has adopted the revised classification of sectors under Red. Orange, Green, Wl'rite ar-rd

Blue categories vide Circular referred 2''d. Some of the sectors classified by Kerala SPCB
during the period from 2076 to 2025 either became redundant or there were contradictory
sectors in the new CPCB classification. Such sectors in the classification by Kerala SPCB are
either deleted or put into more appropriate sectors as detailed in Annexure I.

Some of the major changes are explained further as follows:

1. Quarrying operations (Granite/Laterite/Clay etc.) - sub sector 'Mining o1'minor
minerals (except Sand/riverbed material mining)' in orange category.

'Carpentry & wooden furniture manufacturing without spray painting (excluding
saw mill) with the help of electrical (motorized) machines such as electrical wood
planner, steel saw cutting circular blade, etc' has been categorised as White.

The sector 'Furniture manufacturing or assembling units using MDF. particle
board, novo .pan, plywood and other similar engineered wood (manufactured
board)' is also recategorised to White.

A11 Non Bedded Health Care Facilities shall obtain Consent to Establish/()perate
of the Board which is integrated with authorisation under Biomedical Waste
Management Rules, 2016. These units are categorised under Green (Separate
circular will be issued for handling consent/authorisation applications of such
establishments).

CattlelDairy Farms having animals 15 to 500 nos has been categorised under
Orange category and Dairy Farm having more than 500 animals in Red category.
Dairy farms having less than l5 animals do not require separate classification.

2.

aJ.

4.



5. The categorisation related to printing units are as follows;
5 (1) Digital printing units, which does not involve any wastewater

generation shall apply for consent in the sector 'Digital Printing on flex
/vinyl, PVC etc. (more than 5 machines)' under Green. Such units
having number of machines 5 and below need not obtain consent of
Board.

5 (2) Units engaged in printing other than digital may apply for consent
under sectors in Orange category namely, 'Printing press (newspaper,
books, magazines, etc./ Gravure printing' or 'Printing (other than digital)
in banners of approved material'

6. As per the revised classification of CPCB, 'Building construction project > 20,000
sq. m. built-up area' is categorised under Orange and 'Building construction
pro.iect > 5,000 sg. ffi., but < 20,000 sq. m. built-up area (without connectivity to
tenninal STP)' is categorised under Green. It is also specified that Building
construction project > 5,000 sq. m., but < 20,000 sq. m. built-up area (with
connectivity to terminal STP) may not require separate classification.

Taking into account the unavailability and connectivity to terminal STP,
except in one or two cities, the potential of air pollution and solid .waste

generation, high population density and environmental complaints, the sectors
'Residential buildings' and Hostel/Guidance centre, Office /Commercial
buildings' categorised by Kerala SPCB as per Circular PCBlT4l115l97 dated 07-
Oct-22 based on built up area and waste water generation shall continue to be in
fbrce.

7. Only 'Bakery, confectionery, sweets with production capacity > 1 TPD' has been
categorised by CPCB. Such units (Bakery, confectionery, sweets) having
production capacity less than 1 TPD is hence exempted from the consent purview.

8. As per CPCB directions, standalone genset(s) of total capacity less than 1000
KVA may not require additional classification. However the used oil/waste oil
generated during repair and maintenance need to be disposed through authorized
hazardous waste recycler by service provider/OEM.

Hence the sector 'DG set attached to retail shop/ other establishments having
area less than 2000 sqm' categorised by Kerala SPCB vide Circular No.
P CB lT 4 I I I 5 I 97 (i) dated 1 0 -F eb -2022i s cancel led

Also 'Mobile towers using genset' has been categorised uhder Green.
Accordingly, all such units shall obtain consent of Board under Green category.
Circulars PCBlT4l115l97 dated 17-Mar-17 and PCBlT4l115l97 18-Nov-20 is
cancelled.

T'he revisions in classification of industrial/non industrial sectors are enclosed as Annexure-1.
All pending Consent applications shall be processed accordingly.
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To
1. The Chief Environmental Engineer,

Regional Offi ce, Thiruvananthapuram/Ernakulam/Kozhikode

2. The Senior Environmental Engineer,
District Offi ce. Kottayam,Wayanad

3. The Environmental Engineer, District Office,
Thiruvananthapuram, Ko I I am, Pathanamth itta, Alapuzha, Idukki,
Ernakulam- 1, Ernakulam-2,,Environmental Surveillance Centre Eloor,
Thrissur, Palakkad, Malappuram, Kozhikode, Kannur, Kasargod.

Copy to:-

1) All Technical Staff in HO
2) IT Cell (for uploading in the website)
3) C.A. to CHN, MS & CEE HO
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